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8. — Works of Samuel Dextee Bradford, LL.D. Boston : Phil- 
lips, Sampson, & Co. 1858. 

Possibly some apology may be necessary for the liberty we take 
with a volume which, from a feeling of modesty or delicacy, the author 
has not allowed to be placed on the shelves of the booksellers. In the 
" Dedication to his Sons " he says : — 

" This collection has been made for circulation only amongst a few particu- 
lar friends, so that it is not deemed necessary (as is so often done) to invoke 
even the tender mercies of critics or reviewers, should this work be ever so 
unfortunate as to pass into their hands and be considered worthy of their pe- 
rusal." 

"With these words before us, we have had some misgivings about 
the propriety of noticing the book. But the motive for printing is so 
honorable both to the writer's head and heart, and so worthy is the 
example of the union of a busy mercantile life with intellectual culture 
and the pursuit of letters, that we waive our scruples. 

" You will not be surprised," he writes, " at any errors you may find in the 
volume inscribed to you ; nor can you expect those graces of style and com- 
position which are found in the works of professed scholars, but are not ex- 
pected in those of the active and busy merchant." 

And yet no fault can be found with the style, which is correct, easy, 
and perspicuous. The contents of the volume are very miscellaneous, 
embracing some specimens of college exercises, political articles, obitu- 
aries, letters and speeches on different occasions, and on a great variety 
of subjects, agricultural, financial, and academical. Of course the 
opinions expressed on some of these subjects are not such as will find 
general acceptance. No matter. The author's long experience, mani- 
fest honesty of purpose, truthfulness, and integrity, entitle his views to 
respectful attention. For ourselves, we have read the volume with 
much interest, and conclude with expressing the hope that the writer 
may be induced to change his intention, and to allow others besides a 
" few particular friends " to receive the benefit and pleasure of its pe- 
rusal. 



9. — The History of the Origin and Rise of the Republic of Venice. 
By William Carew Hazlitt. London : John Russell Smith. 
1858. 2 vols. 8vo. pp. xix. and 356, 482. 

This History is designed to supply an admitted want in English 
literature; and Mr. Hazlitt is at least entitled to the praise which 
vol. lxxxvii. — no. 181. 48 



